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What is Adoption (anada?

Adoption Canada is the electronic newsletter of the Adoption Council of Canada (ACC). It is a
free service of the ACC and is made available to the public via its website, www.adoption.ca and
online discussion forum: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AdoptionCanada/

Although the ACC regularly posts information to the website and circulates periodic e-news
items, Adoption Canada is a more formal newsletter and is compiled twice per year.

Since this is the first edition in some time, we have decided to include a “grab bag” of information
so that you can familiarize yourself with the organization, our board, and our programs and ser-
vices.

About the Adoption Council of Canada

The ACC is the national information and referral service for adoption in Canada. Based in Ot-
tawa, the ACC raises public awareness of adoption, promotes the placement of waiting children,
and stresses the importance of post-adoption services. Furthermore, the ACC aims to provide
understanding of the benefits and challenges of adoption for children, birth families, and adoptive
parents while facilitating communication among all groups and individuals concerned.

The ACC is the only national organization focused on the issue of adoption, and provides tools
and services to local and regional adoption organizations. It is frequently consulted by provincial
and territorial authorities responsible for adoption, including the Federal/Provincial Working
Group on Child and Family Services. The ACC has been effective in achieving some significant
improvements in legislation, policy and practice, particularly in the area of open records (Ontario,
Nova Scotia) and photolisting on websites (Alberta, Ontario).

The ACC board and membership cover the breadth of the country, and in addition, the practical
and ongoing reach of the ACC’s work goes well beyond its formal, legal membership. The ACC
has ongoing working relationships with adoption organizations across the country, many of whom
are not formal members of the ACC. The ACC also works with provincial departments, profes-
sional social work organizations, university and college social work departments, and researchers.

Qmiick fact: The ACC website sees an average of 3.5 million hits and 250,000
visitors per year.






